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teacher, remained in unantagonistical quietude. The teach-
ing filled much the same wants in the ground on which it
fell as Buddhism.

Buddhism it was that spread, and it mastered for a
while the great fierce races of the almond-eye and of
Central Asia who had become a terror to the whole world.
The Tartars and Huns who flowed into the north of India
were swept into its fold, and the teaching of the 'Enlightener'v
reached to the Oxus through the passes and pockets of
Afghanistan.

But power and might and systems are too much for
faiths and an immense ecclesiastical framework and author-
ity arose. Great abbots and archbishops, with robes and
pomp and ceremony, were evolved. Thinkers began to
think and argue. What once was a kindly philosophy pro-
ceeded to develop into a religion; there came a great
division of thought between the mystical and the simple,
between the High and the Low, the Buddhism of the Maha-
yana or High Path, and the Himqyana or Low Path, and as
there was now little to differentiate it in the eyes of the
people from the pomp and complications of Brahminism,
it lost its grip and faded.

The never-dying leaven of Brahminism must have been
patiently, alertly, biding its time through the centuries, and
all through the earlier centuries of the Christian era we can
watch it without any clear idea of the process, reasserting
its influence. Buddhism took five hundred years to spread
over India, and it took five hundred years to fade. By the
seventh century A.D. it was for the great part dead, save in
pockets. It stayed in Burma and Ceylon, it remained up
in the Himalaya, and towards the Oxus, but in Hindustan
it was dead. How it rolled on and dominated the Far
East and the great plateau of Mongolia is another story.
Curiously enough the teaching of the Buddha vanished, but
the lesser cult of Mahavira the Jinna has remained. His
followers the Jains number over one and a half millions,
among certain classes of well-to-do Aryans. Their cult may